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Abstract 

The apparatus (10) includes a depressible member 
(20), a first membrane (30), and a second membrane (40). 
The depressible member (20) has an unactuated condition 
and an actuated condition. The first membrane (30) is 
connected with the depressible member (20) . The first 
membrane (30) resists movement of the depressible member 
(20) from the unactuated condition to the actuated 
condition. The first membrane (30) further provides an 
increasing return force (91) urging the depressible 
member (20) to the unactuated condition as the operator 
moves the depressible member from the unactuated condition 
to the actuated condition. The second membrane (40) 
resists movement of the depressible member (20) to the 
actuated condition. The second membrane (40) further 
provides an increasing return force (92) to the 
depressible member (20) as the operator moves the 
depressible member from the unactuated condition to the 
actuated condition. The first membrane (30) initially 
acts alone and then acts simultaneously with the second 
membrane (40), and the membranes (30, 40) provide a 
tactile sensation to the operator due to a reduction in 
the combined forces applied to the depressible member (20) 
by the first and second membranes. 


